
 

NOVEMBER 2009                St. Thomas United Methodist Church 

First of all let me say a word of thanks to you for the wonderful 

expressions received during “Pastor Appreciation” month.  You could 

never imagine how much it touches my heart to hear from so many of you 

and the kind words you give.  Please know that I consider being here at 

St. Thomas a privilege and an honor.  This is such a great church and I 

consider it a great blessing to be with you.  I am encouraged by your  

presence and participation.  Philippians 1:3-6 stays on my mind when I think of St. Thomas! 
 

As we move forward through the remaining two (2) months of the year, let us find ways to 

“let our light shine”.  Our Stewardship and Finance Committee works hard throughout the 

year to manage and account for our financial participation, always looking and praying for the 

best and most faithful outcomes.  Our church has „mission and ministry‟ always at the 

forefront as its vision and main reason for existing.  We don‟t want to lose that or sacrifice 

that vision because it is the vision of Christ – to care for the least, lost and left out.  In 

order to continue to do that at the level we have, requires the participation of ALL of us.   

The economic state of our country has caused havoc in many of our lives, but God has always 

been faithful.   As the managers or “stewards” of God‟s creation, our response must always be 

one of gratitude and not one of self-centeredness and/or hoarding.  We give of who we are 

and what we have not for show or to make an impression.  We give because it is our 

expression of the grace and love we have been shown and the desire to share that with 

others!!!  God has entrusted all of creation to us and wants us to do our very best in caring 

for it.   
 

Please review the materials you have received by mail from the Stewardship and Finance 

Committee and respond in faith.  Just in case there are extenuating circumstances, they are 

always open to working with each of us.  We encourage you to be present with us on Sunday, 

November 15, 2009 with your commitment to the mission and ministry of St. Thomas.  

Together we can help the light of Christ to shine brighter in our community and in our world.  

But we must do it together!  Won‟t you be a part of making the love of God come alive from 

this place??!!  I‟ll be looking forward to seeing you on Consecration Sunday, November 15th 

at 10:00 a.m..  If you will be out of town on that day we invite you to drop off or mail your 

commitment card prior to November 15th and indicate on the outside of the envelop what it is 

for.                                               

Blessings and peace,  Pastor Danita 

 
 

 

 



Page 2 

 

“A Conversation With the 
Pastor” 

Maybe you have been worshipping with us 
and still have questions… 

¶ About the mission of St. Thomas 

¶ About our ministry opportunities 

¶ About how you may be involved in 
our mission and ministry 

¶ About church membership 
 
Then please join us as we attempt to 
answer your questions at “A Conversation 
With the Pastor” on Sunday, November 15 
at 11:30am in the Pastor's Conference 
Room. 
 
The Membership & Evangelism Work Area 
is sponsoring this event. Our Pastor and 
other members of the church will be there to 
engage in conversation, to answer 
questions, and to hear from you. 
 
A light lunch will be provided.  If you are 
able to join us, please inform the church 
office (630) 469-1214 or Nancy Calhoon 
(630) 790-2126.  
 
ñAnd let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 

deeds.ò 
Hebrews 10:24 

--from Membership & Evangelism 
  

EXCITING NEWS:   
from Simplified SCRIP 

You asked for it, they got it!  Simplified 
SCRIP is now accepting Mastercard, Visa, 
and Discover in addition to check 
payments for purchases.   In addition to 
earning donations for St. Thomas, you can 
earn airline miles, cash back, and free 
merchandise through your credit or debit 
card.   
 
Due to the additional fees incurred by 
Simplified SCRIP by accepting credit card 
payment, they will be discontinuing a few of 
the merchants that aren't able to offer high 
enough donations.  They will continue to 

carry most of the current merchants. They 
are also adding several new merchants in 
the coming weeks.   
 
More Good News!  Simplifed SCRIP is 
adding several new fundraising options to 
the website in an effort to increase St. 
Thomas’ earnings through larger donations, 
while passing on savings opportunities to 
you.  In the coming weeks, they’ll be adding 
magazine subscriptions and a wide array of 
products such as electronics, games, gifts 
and much more, all available through one 
easy-to-use website. The new products are 
great for gifts (how many days until 
Christmas??).  
 

ONE Easy-to-Use Website! 
ONE donation check for all products! 

UNLIMITED Possibilities! 
 

MISSION PROJECT:  SOS 

November 7, 2009 is the Saturday 
designated by Bridge Communities for us to 
sample homelessness.  Youth from First 
United Methodist Church in Glen Ellyn will 
join us for Sleep Out Saturday. . 
 
Around mid-afternoon on Saturday prior to 
the rally, sleepers will prepare their sleeping 
quarters on the lawn facing Route 53.  The 
youth from First Church are excited about 
building their cardboard box homes.  If you 

are interested 
in joining this 
effort a la  
Extreme 
Home 
Makeover,  I 
will get the 
details and 

exact time for you.  In the meantime contact 
some big box stores to find boxes. 
 
This year we will not eat dinner at church.  
In order for the youth from St. Thomas and 
the youth from First to have an opportunity 
to spend social time together, we will have 
pizza at St. Thomas following the rally. 
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I have three prizes. The prizes will be 
awarded to the following; (1) youth who gets 
the most pledges, regardless of amount, (2) 
youth who collects the largest sum of 
money and (3) youth  who gets the most 
pledges from non St. Thomas members. 
 
Not able to sleep out, you can help:  
Breakfast on Sunday morning.  Just for the 
St. Thomas group.  You can also make a 
contribution to purchase pizza.  This project 
has no budget and all money raised will go 
to Bridge Communities. 
 
Thanks to Chris Cizek and Martha Blumer 
who have already volunteered to be 
additional adults with us that evening.  They 
may not be sleeping. 
 
As we enjoy these last few days of Fall, let’s 
remember what it must be like for those who 
have no home to anticipate the coming 
winter. 
 
Please have your collection envelope ready 
to hand in at the rally. 

-- Juanita Brown 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
PLAN PROGRAMS FOR ALL 

The St. Thomas UMW will be presenting an 
informational lecture at STUMC on Monday, 
November 9th at 7:30 p.m.  Pat McCluskey 
a teacher from Glenbard West High School 
will be talking of his experience in the Peace 
Corps. He has been visiting South Africa for 
the past 10 years. Joining him will be one of 
his "brothers" that just happened to come 
home with him this summer and is spending 
his senior year at Glenbard West.  Please 
join us for this special lecture.  Everyone is 
welcome and it is open to the public.  
Refreshments will be provided.  
 
Ladies Lunch Out will be at Butterfields 
Pancake House, 351 Rice Lake Square, 
Wheaton, on November 24, at 11:30 a.m.  
Please let Dolores Koopman know if you 
are able to attend (630) 469-5747. 
 

Also, please mark your calendar for our 
annual Cookie and Craft Show on 
December 12 from 9 a.m. -2 p.m. As usual 
we will be asking everyone to bake 10-12 
dozen cookies!  
 
And lastly, we are doing something different 
this year for our UMW-sponsored Christmas 
program. Our own Jacquie, who is a 
member of the Village Vocal Chords chorus, 
is bringing her group to St. Thomas on 
Monday, December 14, at 7:30pm.  They 
will present a concert of sacred and secular 
music entitled, “The Voices of Christmas”.  
There is a suggested donation of $10.00 per 
ticket, with children 16 and under free.  
Refreshments will be served. This event is 
open to the public so bring a friend or 
neighbor and get into the Christmas spirit at 
St. Thomas.  

-- Martha Lobb & Anne Flood 

NOVEMBER SPECIAL 
OFFERINGS 

November has both Thanksgiving and a fifth 
Sunday—our “traditional” special offering 
days.  This year, Mission Outreach is asking 
that donations be made for United Voices 
for Children and United Methodist Student 
Day. 

United Methodist Student Day (indicated as 
November 29, 2009) provides scholarships 
and loans to United Methodist students who 
attend a United Methodist or other 
accredited college or university. 

United Voices for Children benefits several 
organizations—Marcy-Newberry 
Association, Methodist Youth Services, 
ChildServ, and Rosecrance Health Network.  
Most of us have been aware of the Marcy-
Newberry Association for some time. 
Methodist Youth Services provides shelter 
care, independent living services, 
transitional housing, and community 
outreach services for youths in need.  
Founded in 1894, ChildServ provides 
services to over four thousand children and 
families in DuPage, Cook, and Lake 
Counties.  These services include 
counseling, education, and group homes 
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among others.  Rosecrance Health Network 
works with families struggling with alcohol or 
drug addiction. 

Please take advantage of the opportunities 
to support these important services. 

--Mission Outreach 
 

BOOK BUDDIES SELECT  
She Got Up Off the Couch 

 
Book Buddies has selected the book She 
Got Up Off the Couch by Haven Kimmel, as 
it’s book for the November discussion.  A 
synopsis of the book was printed in the 
October edition of The Word.  
 
Plan to join the discussion of this book on 
November 20th, 7:30 p.m., at the Calhoon 
home. 
 

FROM THE WORSHIP 
COMMITTEE… 

ñCome, ye thankful people, come, raise the 
song of harvest homeéò So starts Hymn 
#694, which reminds us to be thankful 
during November for the upcoming 
Thanksgiving holiday. But God would have 
us be thankful every day of every month. 
What are you thankful for today? 
 
Thanksgiving Sunday will be celebrated on 
November 22, but thanksgiving is always 
part of our Worship times.  Gathering with 
family and friends always makes this time 
very special.  Look for ways to give thanks 
in your prayers and your thoughts. 
 
We continue to need your help with 
providing fresh flowers for the altar on 
Sunday mornings.  A contribution of $15.00 
is welcome and you may take the flowers 
after Worship.  If you prefer that they go to a 
shut-in, please make a note on the sign-up 
sheet.  We are looking for someone who 
would like to coordinate the flower giving. If 
you are interested, please contact Rick 
Bryant. 
 

Remember to pick up your felt square for 
the quilt that Nancy Valenta and helpers will 
put together in January. We would like to 
have it displayed on the church anniversary 
Sunday in February. You can design it 
however you would like to and bring it to 
church before December 31st. 
 
Advent begins on November 29 and in order 
to be ready, you all are invited to join the 
Worship committee on Saturday, November 
28, at 3:30 to help decorate the sanctuary.  
Many hands make light work!  At 5pm we 
will all have a wonderful soup supper 
together.  Watch for more information about 
this event as the time gets closer. 
 
The next meeting of the Worship committee 
is Monday, November 2, at 7:30pm. 

--Sally Grenzow 
 for the Worship Work Area 

 

MISSION PROJECT: 
Christmas Gift Tree 

Our Mission Committee is sponsoring 
(again) the children’s Christmas Gift Tree.  
Our tree will be up on the November 29th 
with the children’s name tags on it.  There 
are two tags for each child:  one for you to 
keep and put on your wrapped gift…and 
one to sign your name on, to keep here at 
the church so we know who is buying each 
child’s gift! 
 
Gifts need to be back by December 13th.  
The children will have their party on the 18th.  
A “suggested” amount for each gift is $15.  
Thank you for the great support you have 
always given this mission project.  If you 
have questions, please contact Donna 
Tucker (630) 942-1262. 

-- Donna Tucker  
and the Mission Committee 

 

In order to be energy and cost conscious, 
the temperature in the church building may 
be cooler than you would expect.  Please 
wear a sweater if you are feeling chilly! 

--The Trustees 
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<<Insert November calendar here>>



Page 6 

 

BUILDING A CHURCH FROM 
SCRATCH… 

A Brand New UM Congregation in 
Downtown Chicago 

In worship on Sunday, October 25, Rev. 
Trey Hall--a United Methodist pastor and 
church planter--preached and witnessed 
about the launch of a new congregation in 
the heart of urban Chicago. Urban Village 
Church, a project of the Northern Illinois 
Annual Conference's Harvest 2020 plan, is 
led by Rev. Hall and Rev. Christian Coon. 
Together with a growing team of lay 
leaders, they are reaching out to diverse 
people groups in the city, particularly 
"unchurched" and "dischurched" 
people. Urban Village Church is a new 
community of people in Chicago trying to do 
church differently. They're committed to 
helping people connect with God, to 
accepting absolutely everybody right where 
they are, and to living lives that offer 
something good to the world. Whoever you 
are — seeker or skeptic, Democrat or 
Republican, straight or gay, young or old, 
woman or man — you are welcome at 
Urban Village Church. The church's first 
worship service will be Sunday, November, 
15, at 7pm at Grace Place, 637 S. Dearborn 
in Printer's Row/South Loop. To find out 
more, visit www.urbanvillagechurch.org 
 

Rev. Hall asks for St. Thomas's help by our 
prayers, any contacts we may have, and 
financial support. You can email Trey at 
Trey@urbanvillagechurch.org or send 
correspondence to 208 W.Washington 
#810, Chicago, IL, 60606. 

 
άCƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
come together in my name, 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ L ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

--Matthew 18:  20 
 

GOING  
GREEN:

 

The city of Wheaton, in partnership with the 
DuPage County Health Department and the 
IL Environmental Protection Agency, is 
offering the RxBOX program.   Residents 
are encouraged to dispose of unwanted 
medicines safely and anonymously.  This 
program will keep drugs out of the soil and 
water supply.  Put pills, capsules or liquids 
in a sealed plastic bag and do not include 
pill bottles or packaging, plus remove all 
personal information.  You can bring the 
medication to the Wheaton Police 
Department lobby at 900 W Liberty Drive 24 
hours every day. 

--Information provided by Sally Grenzow 

 

LIFE LINE SCREENING REPORT 

On behalf of the staff at Life Line Screening, 
we would like to thank you for allowing us to 
come to your community and use your 
facility for this event.  The results from the 
8/26/2009 screening are as follows:  
 
Screened for Carotid Artery Disease: 70  
Normal: 36 Moderate: 34  
Possible significance: 0   Critical: 0  
 
Screened for Peripheral Arterial Disease: 68  
Normal: 67 Abnormal: 1  
 
Screened for Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysm:70             No Aneurysm: 70  
 
Screened for Osteoporosis: 30  
Low Risk: 28 Moderate Risk: 2 High Risk: 0

http://www.urbanvillagechurch.org/
mailto:Trey@urbanvillagechurch.org
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HANGING OF THE GREENS 
3pm Saturday, Nov.28th 

We will have a time of fellowship and work 
as we get our sanctuary ready for the 
advent season.  There will be things to do 
for everyone as we pull out the evergreens, 
the decorations, and the nativity sets.  After 
we get everything out we will share a soup 
and salad supper at about 5:30.  We if you 
are tired of football games, shopping and 
turkey come over to the church for great 
time. 

 

Advent & Christmas 
Happenings… 

Save the dates: 
November: 
28th, 3:30  Hanging of the Greens  
 
December: 
12th, 9:00 a.m-2:00 p.m. UMW Cookie and 

Craft Sale 
 

14th, 7:30 p.m. All Church Christmas 
Concert, sponsored by the 
UMW 

 

19th, 3:00 p.m. STUMC Youth Christmas 
Play 

 

20th, 4:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling 
 

24th,  5:30 & 10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Worship Services 

 

  

HONDURAS PROGRAM:  
November 15th, 8:30 a.m. 

Martha Pierce, one of four people from the 
Chicago Religious Leadership Network on 
Latin America to go to Honduras Oct. 24-31, 
will be here November 15th to inform us 
about the situation there.  They are meeting 
with leaders form church, labor and political 
organizations to learn about the situation in 
Honduras since the military coupe.  Martha 
Pierce has been to Central America many 
times and recently retired as director of the 
Chicago Metropolitan Alliance.  Since St. 

Thomas has sent three mission work teams 
to Honduras, we have a connection with the 
people there and understanding what they 
are living through is important.  We will start 
coffee and donuts at 8:30 a.m. and the 
presentation will start promptly at 9:00. 
 

UMW PECAN SALE 

The St Thomas United Methodist Women 
will be selling pecans again this year. The 
pecan halves have been freshly picked in 
Georgia at the end of October and will be 
available at the beginning of November. We 
have been very pleased with the quality of 
the taste and size over the past few years 
and we think you will like them too. 
  
There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex for 
you to indicate the number of one pound 
packages you would like to buy. The price 
will be $8.00 per one pound package.  The 
pecans are very useful for holiday baking, 
snacking, make wonderful gifts and they 
can be frozen for later use. 
  
Profit from the selling of these pecans will 
be given to local and world missions, 
especially for women and children. We 
appreciate your support of this project as we 
endeavor to help others.  Contact Sally 
Grenzow (630.653.3017) for buying lots of 
these delicious pecans! 
 

A NOTE OF THANK YOU 

You may or may not have noticed that all 
the trees on the Church property were 
recently trimmed or removed in the case of 
3 dead trees. The tree trimming/removal 
work was performed by GV Tree Services, 
LLC. The owner, George Vlahos, did a 
fantastic, professional job for us at a very 
reasonable price and St. Thomas would like 
to thank him. If you have a need for tree 
trimming in the future, please consider using 
GV Tree Services, LLC. You can reach Mr. 
Vlahos at 630-495-2264.   

Thank you, George! 
--The Trustees 
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GLEN ELLYN FOOD PANTRY 

The Glen Ellyn Food Pantry is seeking your 
support for their Thanksgiving project.  They 
will be distributing 350 Thanksgiving 
dinners; each costs $40 to purchase the 
needed food, turkey and a gift certificate to 
purchase fresh produce. 
 
If you would like to support this project, 
please place your donation, cash or check 
(made payable to St. Thomas UMC) in the 
STUMC collection plate, indicating on the 
memo line that it is for the Glen Ellyn Food 
Pantry, and we’ll forward these donations to 
the food pantry. 

-- Carol Johnston, Food Pantry Volunteer 
 
 

SPRC UPDATE  
For September & October 2009 

Accomplishments for September & 
October 2009…  

¶ We reviewed 2009 Pastoral Information 
and Profile: Danita walked us through 
her responses shared in July 2009 with 
Rev. Oscar N. Carrasco. She answered 
questions and talked about professional 
development opportunities and will 
share additional information at the 
November 10, 2009 SPRC meeting. 
Danita responded to all questions with 
honest reflection, seeking to help SPRC 
members understand how we might 
support her needs now and in the future. 
She talked about the idea of a beginning 
Spanish language class, about a 
mission-oriented doctor of ministry 
program, about financial concerns, and 
finally shared two issues of The WORD 
from July and August 2009, dealing with 
the state-of-the-state of St. Thomas. 

 

¶ Staff Performance Surveys : Rev. 
Danita, Jacquie, JoAnn & Neal All 
surveys are due in by Oct. 31, 2009. 
Dinah will compile results, seeking trend 
data, and bring results to the Nov. 10, 
2009 SPRC meeting. Responses will be 
share with staff members and then with 
the St. Thomas congregation. SPRC will 

determine if there information to be 
shared with other committees: Worship, 
Finance, etc. Should such data be 
evident, SPRC members will share, as 
appropriate.  

 

¶ SPRC members addressed planning 
ahead: St. Thomas office coverage: 
Christmas/New Year’s holidays. Jacquie 
on vacation Dec. 21-30, 2009. This 
covers about 3-4, maybe 5 days. After 
All Church Conference, Jacquie agreed 
to identify those days and create a 
volunteer schedule of times when the 
church office would be “covered”. She 
will also ask volunteers who have 
assisted in the past with this opportunity. 
Danita will announce this need for help 
and a sign-up will be posted on the 
bulletin board. Danita will be available 
through a phone call to the parsonage 
throughout the holiday season. 

 

¶ We addressed the 2010 SPRC Budget 
review: Seeking same amount in line 
item allocation. Our recommendation of 
no staff salary increases was based on 
current financial outlook for 2010. SPRC 
requested the same line item amount of 
$1800.00 for 2010. 

 
These two items will be included in the 

November 10, 2009 SPRC agenda: 

¶ What we need to “complete” in order to 
bring a timely end to SPRC 2009 and 
share the reins with new leadership? 
Final meeting date: November 10, 2009. 
We are seeking to complete all required 
tasks and to not schedule a December 
2009 SPRC meeting, if possible.  

 

¶ What should we recommend the key 
topics for 2009-2010 be for SPRC? 
What worked that we should keep? 
What do we need to get rid of? What do 
we need to add? What do we need to 
change? What recommendations do we 
want to share for the Leadership 
Retreat, February 20, 2010? 

--Dinah Bryant 
for the SPRC Work Area
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 November 1 
  Isaiah 25:  6-9 
  Psalm 24 
  Revelation 21:  1-6a 
  John 11:  32-44 
 November 8 
  Ruth 3:  1-5;  4: 13-17 
  Psalm 127 
  Hebrews 9:  24-28 
  Mark 12:  38-44 
 November 15 
  1 Samuel 1:  4-20 
  Psalm 113 
  Hebrews 10: 11-14, 19-25 
  Mark 13:  1-8 
 November 22 
  2 Samuel 23:  1-7 
  Psalm 132:  1-12 
  Revelation 1:  4b-8 
  John 18:  33-37 
 November 26 THANKSGIVING DAY 
  Joel 2:  21-27 
  Psalm 126 
  1 Timothy 2:  1-7 
  Matthew 6:  25-33 
 November 29 
  Jeremiah 33:  14-167 
  Psalm 25:  1-10 
  1 Thessalonians 3:  9-13 
  Luke 21:  25-36  
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MANY HANDS… 
Partners in Process 

Thanks to those who lend their hands to the 
tasks to be done at St. Thomas each Sunday.    
 
Please signup for any openings in this 
schedule on the sheet on the shelf in front 
of the bulletin board in the narthex.   

 
 

Fellowship Table for November:  
WORSHIP COMM. 

 
November 1  
Liturgist: Norma Thorpe 
Greeters: Lois Baker & Nancy Calhoon  
Ushers: Dave & Kathy Kuphal 
  Dave Thorpe 
  George Graham 
Counters:  Kathy Kuphal & Tim Martin 
Altar Flowers:   
 
November 8 
Liturgist:    
Greeters: Mavis Koopman & Jane Suh 
Ushers: Al Pearson 
  Barbara & John Skarha 
  George Graham 
Counters:   Martha Blumer & Betty Pearson 
Altar Flowers:  Liz Whitney 
 
November 15 
Liturgist: 
Greeter: Mavis Koopman 
Ushers: Sally Hatcher 
  Mary Umberger 
  George Graham 
  Tim Martin 
Counters:Judy Anderson & Lynn Rumbaugh 
Altar Flowers:  
  
November 22 
Liturgist: Martha Blumer 
Greeter:  Mavis Koopman   
Ushers: Janet Gilbreath 
  Larry Horn 
  Nancy Leguizamón 
   
Counters:  Larry Horn & Lynn Rumbaugh  
Altar Flowers: 
 
November 29 
Liturgist:  
Greeter:    
Ushers: Janet Gilbreath 
  Larry Horn 
  Nancy Leguizamón 
   
Counters:  Nola Altenhoff & Kathy Kuphal  
Altar Flowers:  
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St. Thomas United Methodist Church 

2 S 511 Route 53 

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

(630) 469-1214 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñCome, ye thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest home; 

all is safely gathering in, 

ere the winter storms begin. 

God our Maker doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied; 

come to Godôs own temple come, 

raise the song of harvest home.ò 

 
--from the familiar hymn by Henry Alford 

St. Thomas U M C


