MARCH 2010 St. Thomas United Methodist Church

As a church family, we have had a very
difficult month! When we transfer members into
the Church Triumphant within a matter of a few

days of one another, our hearts are very heavy. The
somewhat sudden death of Liz Socall, at the age
‘ of 51, really caught us off guard. We knew that her

myotonic dystrophy had caused some challenges in
her life. It had become increasingly more difficult for her to be in church. But, when the family was
told early in February that hospice care should begin immediately, we wondered if maybe God had
made a mistake. After all, we had only said good-bye to her mother, Helen Schelli, not 18 months
ago! Then as Al Pearson'’s health continued its rapid decline as a result of his esophageal cancer,
we wondered again. Al was one of the charter members of St. Thomas, an avid golfer, tennis player
and consummate photographer. We think we are ready and when it happens we find that we are
SO very unprepared, sometimes angry, and always questioning the will of God. Somehow that “stay
strong” sentiment seems empty and meaningless. The platitudes that are tossed around so easily
and so quickly lack the depth of our human emotions. What do we do? Where do we turn? How
do we go forward?

Ouir faith story reminds us of where we are on our journey. From the beginning of time, people
have been trying to discover the remedy for pain and suffering. Some way of avoiding the hurts and
disappointments that come with life, should have been discovered by now!!ll Each generation has
tried, with little success, to find these answers and make these discoveries.

If we try to shut our lives off from others, then maybe there would be no pain and suffering. If we
lived in isolation from others, there would be no disappointment and hurt. However, we were not
created for such isolation. We were created to be in relationship with one another and with the rest
of God's creation. Painful as it may be, God created us to love, care for and about, and live with
others. There is no way around it and certainly no way to avoid it! This is where our strength lies —
with one another!

As the “community of faith’, when one hurts, we all hurt. We depend on each other for support in
times like these. It is in the strength of the community that we find individual strength and

consolation. Let us hold one another up in these times. Let us encircle those who are suffering, in
pain, without the basics of life, and show them love. It is because of the love we have received that

Pastor Panita



Baln Sunday
U
‘) (also called PASSION SUNDAY) is the beginning of the Christian

observance of Holy Week. It begins with the celebration of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem before the Passover
Festival (see Mark 11:1-10, Matthew 21:1-11, Luke 19:28-40, John 12:12-19). The name “Palm Sunday” comes
from the reference in Matthew 21:8-9. The palms remind us of the joyous entry into Jerusalem. The Passion
emphasis looks forward to the events of Holy Week, to the suffering and crucifixion of Jesus. The origin of
passion is the Latin patimeaning “to suffer”. Passion refers to the suffering of Christ between the night of
the Last Supper and Christ’s death. This story is told in Matthew 26:14-27:66; Mark 14:1-15:47; and Luke
22:14-23:56.
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is the day that Christians remember the
gathering of Jesus and His disciples for the Last Supper. Maundy comes from the Latin word mandatum,

meaning commandment. In some church traditions, it also includes the ceremony of foot washing which is
an old tradition of washing the feet of the poor.

|
"J _|J was traditionally a day of fasting in remembrance of the crucifixion

and death of Jesus. It is generally symbolized with a service consisting of darkness and/or reflection on the
Seven Last Words Jesus spoke from the cross.
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| = is the oldest festival of the Christian church. In the early church, new converts sat in

vigil during the night before Easter. They were then baptized and received their first communion on Easter
Day. The date for Easter is set in relation to the Jewish Passover. Since the Last Supper and crucifixion
occurred during the feast of the Passover, Christ is seen as the Paschal Lamb, the new sacrifice. The date for
Easter generally falls between March 21 and April 25, based on the Passover full moon.

_Pje IIJle) @S)ll is celebrated seven (7) weeks or 50 days after Easter Sunday. Historically

it is related to the Jewish harvest festival of Shavuot, which commemorates God giving the Ten
Commandments at Mount Sinai fifty days after the Exodus. It also commemorates the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus as described in the book of Acts, chapter 2. For this
reason, it is viewed as the church’s birthday.

Join us as we celebrate these special days:
Palm Sunday (March 28) at 10:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Last Supper Reenactment Communion Service (April 1) at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service of Darkness (April 2, 2010) at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Sunday (April 4, 2010) at 10:00 a.m.
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NEWS...
FROM THE WORSHIP
COMMITTEE

John 11:49-50 Then one of them, named
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year,
spoke up. “You do not realize that it is better
for you that one man die for the people than
that the whole nation perish.”

The Pharisees and the chief priests were
concerned about
people. They were worried that everyone
would come to believe in Jesus and they
would not be important anymore. Caiaphas
made his comment, and the plot to kill
Jesus gathered momentum. Jesus was
crucified soon after that. But these leaders
didn’'t realize that
resurrected three days later. And so our
Easter celebration on April 4 will be filled
with joy, because Jesus died for us and
rose again. Hope is born anew!

April will be busy and meaningful for St
Thomas UMC. Please come and join us for
Worship each Sunday at 10am. During Holy
Week our worship time together will include:
Palm Sunday, Sunday, March 28, 10am
beginning with the procession of the palms
by the youth and the Sanctuary Choir.
Worship for Maundy Thursday, April 1, will
be especially meaningful this year. Thirteen
men will deliver monologues that tell about
the twelve disciples and Jesus on the last
night before Jesus was crucified. The
drama is called *“The
and represents the painting by Leonardo Da
Vinci of The Last Supper. You will want to
come and see this drama on Thursday, April
1, 7pm and take part in Communion, as we
remember Jesus sharing the bread and
wine with his close friends. _Good Friday,
Friday, April 2, 7pm; all culminating in
Easter Worship at 10am on Sunday, April 4,
preceded by breakfast prepared by the men
of the church at 8:30am.

The flower cross will be back again this
year, thanks to Nancy & Tricia Valenta.
Donations of colorful flowers will be
appreciated. Cash donations will be
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accepted until Good Friday, April 2, and
flowers can be dropped off at the church on
Saturday, April 3, between 11 AM and 1
PM.

Flowers for Easter Sunday will include your
choice of Tulip, Hyacinth, Daffodil or Lily for
$10.00. Please sign up on the sheet in the
Narthex by March 21%. Make your check out
to St Thomas UMC and indicate Easter
flowers or put your cash in an envelope
marked Easter flowers. Mark on the sheet if
RerBwel's 8 ih Hodor oFih hemory dt ©
someone.
See you in church!  --Sally Grenzow
Worship Chair

us. woul d_be
St Thomas UM Church celebrated its
44™ Anniversary on February 215,

Thanks to George Littlefield for composing
and singing a song that helped us
remember significant people and activities.
And thanks to Nancy & Tricia Valenta and
Judy Anderson who worked diligently for the
past few months to make our colorful
banner that hangs at the west end of the
sanctuary. Take time to look at the banner
and celebrate our past. And look to see
what inspires us as we look to the next 44
years for St Thomas UM Church. The
reception after Worship made our
celebration complete with punch and an

anniversary cake.
Last Supper

ving ”

What's Happening in K - 4
Sunday School for March?

Our theme for March is "A Love to
Remember". We'll learn that Jesus wants
us to remember how much he loves us.
We'll be learning about:

1 The Last Supper

i Peter's Denial

1 Palm Sunday and Holy Week
Join us for Sunday School on March 14, 21
and 28th!



MANY HANDS...
Partners in Process

UMW PLANNING CONTINUES

Thanks to those who lend their hands to the

tasks to be done at St. Thomas each Sunday.

Please signup for any openings in this
schedule on the sheet on the shelf in front
of the bulletin board in the narthex.

Fellowship Table for March :
MISSION OUTREACH COMMITTEE

March 7

Liturgist: Lisa Rivers

Greeter:

Ushers: Dave & Kathy Kuphal

Will & Judy Schenk
Counters: Tim Martin & Larry Horn
Altar Flowers:

March 14

Liturgist:

Greeter: Jane Suh
Ushers:  Nancy Pearson

Barbara & John Skarha
Matt Skarha
Counters: Judy Anderson & Larry Horn
Altar Flowers:

March 21
Liturgist:
Greeter:
Ushers:  Jung Suh

Mary Umberger

George Graham

Tim Martin

Counters: Kathy Kuphal & Martha Blumer
Altar Flowers:

March 28
Liturgist:
Greeter:
Ushers: Janet Gilbreath
Larry Horn
Nancy Leguizamon
Loni Burdi
Counters: Betty Pearson & Nola Altenhoff
Altar Flowers: Palms for Palm Sunday
Celebration

Our March meeting of the UMW will be on
March 8 at 7:30 p.m., in the home of Anne
Flood, 22 W 102 Sheffield Court, Glen

Ellyn. Our program is Teen Parent
Connection of Glen Ellyn. Our meetings are
open to all the ladies and we look forward to
seeing you.

Look for upcoming information on the
Sisters in Spirit Luncheon coming April
24th.

Ladies Lunch Out will be on March 23, at
11:30 a.m., at Romano's Macaroni Grill, 21
Blanchard Circle, Wheaton. Please call
Dolores Koopman at 630-469-5747 if you
plan to attend.

-- Dolores Koopman,

UMW Secretary

GOING GREEN...
AS You Travel

You can be Green as you travel! Look for
hotels that encourage guests to use less
water or energy. Hang up your towels to dry
SO you can use them again. Use the sheets
more than a night or two. When you go out,
look for local foods and local handmade
souvenirs to reduce transportation. Before
you go, unplug your computer, DVD player
and other electronics, and turn down your
thermostat.

PARTY TIME

I n celebration of
upcoming wedding, Norma Thorpe is having
a kitchen shower and invites all the women

of the church to come join the fun.

't will be
community clubhouse on Bond Circle in
Naperville. It will start with a salad luncheon
at 1:00 p.m.
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A HEART FOR MISSIONS books to read and discuss are always

welcome.

The special gift for all donors for the --Nancy Calhoon, a Book Buddie
February blood drive for Heartland Blood
Centers was a chance to win one of five e .
$100 gas card from a random draw each More on Missions:

day in February. Rick Calhoon was one of HELP FOR HAITI UPDATE
the winners of this card. Congratulations
Rick!

The churches of the Northern lllinois
Conference have raised more than a
guarter million dollars since the disaster
struck last month. To date, $263,000 has

: . . been sent through the Conference office
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on : ) .
Relief). Gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing S tlti]ei %nltued MfthOdBt Cl?engrer};té?é (())rrlm he
|l ay the foundation of aTq o%ppﬂ&ﬁe%g.ds 'WI—Pr}(
by caverng he costsof g busness. e R CeeCnidions o
This means all gifts designated to specific & la et"[e Kit) ministr
programs through-out the year can go 100% y Y:

to those programs becau ﬁsq)MHd\échu(Pngi}s?ocug B %r{g—(ferm

expenses are covered. Please give recovery in Haiti, nationwide contributions
generously so they can continue their good to the agency has topped $11 million, in

wo_rks, |nclud|_ng supporting 17 hospitals in addition to some 350,000 health kits.
Africa and Asia.
Thank you for your support!
And it’'s not too | ate t S i up. for t he i ssion
trip to Midwest Mission Distribution Service For more%Pormgtpn of how your churth
can contribute to this effort, please see the

March 28 - 31. third column of any page of the website:
http://www.umcnic.org

Our Special Offering March 14 is for One
Great Hour of Sharing - funds go to

--Norma Thorpe, Chair
Mission Outreach Comm.

BOOK BUDDIES - FOR APRIL HOW ARE WE DOING AT

Read a good book lately? Then join our next

book discussion. We're reading Hotel on MEETING OUR FINANCIAL

the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie NEEDS?

Ford. A New York Times reviewer

comment ed: “ J a hidteton F o r d Budding Fugd&2010

the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is deeply Giving Goal per Month $4,926

informed by an intimate knowledge of Received in January* $4,078

Seattle during World War Two, of the Behind Goal --$848

tribulations of Asian peoples during the time

of Japanese internment, and even of the Operating Fund 2010

Seattle jazz scene during that time. His Giving Goal per Month $17,996

story of an innocent passion across racial Received in January* $13,182

barriers -- and then, of the whole life of a Behind Goal --$4,814

man who forsook the girl he loved -- is told

with an artistic technique that makes Please note that amounts shown for

emotion inevitable." “Received i n eloaylilaaof:
contributions “paid

We'll gather on Friday, April 9, 7:30 p.m. at pledging units.

the Thorpe's to discuss this book. We
welcome all readers, and suggestions for


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103064163684&s=3056&e=001QmNVuF7NjYm4_l7OrJXlhuG8vWVuHz8uOP-tfNqMW8UWzY9GQuB34NKPPFX4dMbOKL2cYJTPykSa9h8cIHatlo2xQNqqnwOjoTTBazeZcHI=

RETHINK CHURCH — Then, breaking into small groups, they

) o examined the needs more closely, brain
Being More Invitational storming ideas and programs to move those
needs into the strengths column. Looking at
the wealth of ideas presented, it was
obvious to all that we needed to break this
down further, to determine some things that
we want to focus on now, leaving other
ideas for future consideration. Four
programs were selected by the group to be
our focus in the coming year. Those goals
for the coming year follow.

Do you have your "usual spot" for Sunday
morning Worship? If so, then make this spot
your personal mission field. Look around
for someone who may be here for the first
time or someone whose nhame you don't
remember or someone you don't usually
talk with. Then spend the first 3 minutes
after the service getting to know that
person!

Growing Our Church will be the focus of

the Membership & Evangelism team, under

Nancy Cal hoon’s | eadership.
will be working at increasing our

membership by being more welcoming,

invitational and visible to community.

What about inviting someone to come to
Worship with you? Maybe you have
considered doing this but aren't quite
comfortable. What other church activities do
you participate in....fellowship events,
dinners, mid-week services, blood drives,
PADS, Feed My Starving Children, Midwest
Distribution Center, Bible studies? Invite
someone to join you in one of these
activities.

After-School Program, through our
Mission Outreach group, under Norma
Thor pe’ s |wdl bedrwestgdtingm ,
currently functioning after-school program
group and work to partner with them as we
try to find our niche in this area of our
community.

There are many ways to open our doors.
For more ideas, check out
www.rethinkchurch.org.

The Youth Ministry goal is to work through

our Lay Leadership and Sunday School

teachers to identify and have a person

volunteer to be an adult youth leader to

build continuity and direction as he/she

works with our Youth Group

--Nancy Calhoon, Chair
Membership & Evangelism Area

“New Visions” Retreat —
A Report

On Saturday, February 20", 23 members of

St. Thomas gathered at the Woodridge

UMC to do some planning
future. Those attending spent the day with

Mark Manzi, Aurora District Lay Leader,

taking a look at the current strengths and

needs of St. Thomas.
,

The Worship Committee (under Sally

Grenzow’'s | eadWorshipi p) and 1
PI n%ir}g C Uq\ﬁ @ed Qy Pastor Danita)

will work together to examine our worship

service to make it more meaningful. This

Worship Planning will be looking at adding

a variety of experiences to our Sunday

morning worship.

We spoke previously about how it takes a
village. As a citizen of the exciting
village called St. Thomas UMC, you are
invited to be involved in this planning in the
coming months by contacting the committee
chair to which each goal area has been
assigned.
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The Wore

St. Thomas United Methodist Church
2 S 511 Route 53

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137
(630) 469-1214

“...the great crowd that had come for the
Feast heard that Jesus was on his way

to Jerusalem. They took palm branches

and went out to meet him, shouting,

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in

the name of the Lord.”

-- Luke 12: 12-13

/.
Blessed is the one
who comes in the
name of the Lord.

Palm Sunday, March 28




