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Our study for the Advent season begins the second session discussing the topic of why
many congregations do not sing Christmas songs before the Christmas Eve service.
This is an age-old conversation that crosses denominations around the world. It
reminds us that the culture around us is already at the manger (or coming down the
chimney) even while the leaves are still changing colors! But as believers, we must
focus on another aspect of the season. Advent is a season of waiting and preparation
for the coming of the Christ, a time of penitence, prayer and reflection. “Celebrating
Christmas without going through Advent is kind of like buying a book and reading the
last chapter first — you know how it's going to turn out but you do not have any context
in which to put the story. Advent provides the context for the Christmas story, helping
us celebrate it more fully because we understand what it means.” Our journey through
Advent is one that reveals to us the birth of the Savior Christ-Child that continues to live
in us even today.

But everywhere we turn we are inundated with lights, decorations,
music and commercials. It's enough to want to say .... “...well, why not?
After all, everybody else is doing it!” That is not enough for us! We ‘
must attempt to rise above the societal standards which leave us empty and our season
of expectation boring and depressing. It is not an easy task — to leave behind the
trappings of such a festive and colorful the season. Please don’t “skip to the last

chapter of the book!!”

Let us together travel through the story and watch and listen as it unfolds. It is one of
the greatest stories ever told. Itis a life changing, a life transforming story of
redemption, grace and love. It is a story that reminds us of God'’s love brought to life for
us through Jesus. It is a story that announces hope and possibility to a world that has
been stiff led by greed and obsession. Slow down and enjoy the unfolding of the
journey to the manger. We will be there soon enough!

And be sure to take someone along on the journey. There are those who have lost
loved ones or are too frail to do much traveling or just alone. Reach out and invite them
to take this journey with you. This is an exciting journey to share with others!

Blessings and peace,



A DONATION...COSTING YOU
NOTHING...AND MADE FROM
YOUR HOME COMPUTER!

Go to www.freerice.com and play a fun
vocabulary game that will test your
intelligence. For each correct answer, 20
grains of rice will be donated to help end
world hunger. Since its launch in October
2007, FreeRice has donated more than 40
billion grains of rice and fed more than 1
million hungry people.

-- From WORLDARK November/December
2008 — a publication for Heifer International

evening is GOING TO THE MANGER. The
program will feature readings, special
music, Christmas carols and delicious
refreshments. Please invite a friend and
join us for this holiday treat.

Sally Grenzow has the pecans that many
have ordered plus many extra bags. The
price is $8.00 for a 1 Ib. package of pecans.

There will be no Ladies Lunch Out in
December.

May you all have a blessed Christmas and
New Year.

--Dolores Koopman, UMW Secretary

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD!

CHRISTMAS GIFT TREE

In 1997 an anti-personnel mine-ban treaty
was signed by more than 150 countries but
the United States did not sign that treaty.
Another treaty is pending now, this time to
ban the use of cluster bombs. Cluster
bombs are bundles of smaller explosives,
very much like mines, that are dropped from
aircraft. They are designed to explode not
when they hit the ground but detonate when
picked up.

The proposed treaty would ban cluster
bombs from being used around civilian
populations, but the U.S. has stated it will
not sign this treaty either. PLEASE contact
your political representatives now and
encourage them to support the signing of
the anti-personnel mine treaty and the
cluster bomb treaty.

--From WORLDARK and United Methodist
Women publications —

The Christmas Gift Tree for Aurora Child
Development Center will again be one of
our Christmas projects. This year, as in
many past, our giving tree will be up on the
first Sunday of Advent, November 30",
The children’s name tags (w/ages) will be
on the tree for you to choose a child. We
suggest $15.00 as an approximate price for
gifts and wrapping. One tag goes on your
gift, and one in our box on the 30", so we
know who has each child’'s name! All gifts
ne(Ed to be under our tree by Sunday, Dec.
14"

Thank you for supporting this children’s
project. Any questions? Please call Mary
Kay Sheldon (630) 469-0663, or Donna
Tucker (630) 942-1262.

-- Donna Tucker

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

It doesn't seem possible that the Christmas

Holidays are upon us. To start the season,

the UMW meeting will be held at church on

Monday, December 8th, at 7:00 p.m., and is
open to EVERYONE. The theme of the

Our cookie and craft sale will be December
13th from 9am till 1pm. There is a sign-up
sheet in the narthex to indicate your
willingness to help with set-up. We need
help Friday night to set up and put together
boxes, and cookie people from 8am-10:30,
and 10:30 till close on Saturday. Any help
would be appreciated.



Also, there is a sign-up sheet for the
Chicago Bulls family night in January. It's
always a fun time. come and join us.
Thanks,

--Anne Flood

Banker to the Poor

styrofoam and plastic cups is not good for
you due to the chemicals plus petroleum is
used to make the plastic ones. So go buy a
good stainless steel cup and use it
excessively! God has directed us to be
good stewards of this earth and we need to
be proactive in taking care of it.

That's the title of the next book for our Book
Buddies discussion. The author,
Muhammad Yunus, was born and raised in
Bangladesh, studied economics in the
United States, and returned to Bangladesh
teaching at a university. His discovery that
the poverty around him was at odds with his
classroom teaching, started him on a
journey of lending money to the poor. In
1977 he established the Grameen Bank
based on this concept of micro-lending, and
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2006. His vision is to eliminate poverty in
the world. What do you think? Please join
us! Everyone is welcome!

2008 CROP WALK RESULTS

BOOK BUDDIES
Banker to the Poor

by Muhammad Yunus
Friday, January 23, 2009 7:30 pm
at Thomas & Juanita Brown's
Discussion leader: Nancy Calhoon

The final results of the 2008 Glen Ellyn/
Wheaton Crop Walk are in, and a new
record has been set. The total receipts were
$52,171, with the Glen Ellyn portion raising
$36,723. St. Thomas raised $4,180. These
are all figures that we should be proud of.

CWS (Church World Services) returns 25%
of monies raised to local charities chosen in
advance by the Crop Walk Committee. As a
result of this walk, checks for $4,582.88
were issued to the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry
and the DuPage Senior Citizens Council
(Meals on Wheels).

All of our walkers and sponsors should be
congratulated for a job well done, and as a
reminder, our next Crop Walk will be
Sunday, May 3, 2009

-- Dave Thorpe
Household Crop Walk Coordinator

GOING GREEN:

More Ways to Help Save our Planet

Bring your OWN mug. In 2005 Americans
threw away 14.4 billion disposable coffee
cups. Many coffee shops offer a 10 cent
discount to patrons who bring their own
mugs. If your favorite café doesn't, ask if it
would be willing to jump on the bandwagon
and credit you a dime for saving trees and
landfill space. Besides, drinking from

IN NEED OF HOMEMADE COOKIES AND
HANDMADE CRAFTS?

The women of St. Thomas are having their
annual Cookie Walk and Craft Sale on Dec.
13 from 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. Enjoy a cup of
cider or coffee while choosing from a large
selection of cookies and crafts. Kids will
have a craft rooms to make holiday tree
decorations to take home. 100% of the
money raised supports mission work around
the world.



THE DASH A MEMORY APPLIED
--by Linda Ellis

When | was in girl scouts (many years ago)
we sang a song called, “Make New

| read of a man who stood to speak Friends”. It went, “Make new friends, but
At the funeral of a friend keep the old; one is silver and the other
He referred to the dates on his tombstone gold.” While | don’t remember the entire
From the beginning...to the end. song, the beginning came back to me
recently during a discussion of where we sit
He noted that first came his date of birth during Worship Service. Many of us tend to
And spoke the following date with tears, sit in the same place week after week, so
But he said what matter most of all much so that Pastor Danita could almost
Was the dash between those years. take attendance based on what chairs are
(1921 - 2008) empty on Sunday morning.
For that dash represents all the time The discussion that triggered this memory
That he spent alive on earth... was talking about how it would be nice to sit
And now only those who loved him in different places during the service, to get
Know what that little line is worth. better acquainted with other members of the
STUMC family. It was also suggested that
For it matters not, how much we own; the seats along the back wall or perhaps
The cars...the house...the cash, even the back row might be the most
What matters is how we live and love comfortable place to sit for a visitor new to
And how we spend our dash. our service.
So think about this long and hard... So next time you arrive at Sunday morning
Are there things you'd like to change? Worship Service, how about considering a
For you never know how much time is left, quick verse of my old girl scout ditty, and
That can still be rearranged. use it to make new friends.

--Jacquie Jensen
If we could just slow down enough
To consider what's true and real,
And always try to understand
The way other people feel.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

It's that time of

And be less quick to anger, year when
And show appreciation more EVERYONE is
And love the people in our lives a singer.
Like we've never loved before. Christmas
Carols tend to
If we treat each other with respect, do that for and
And more often wear a smile... to us! So why
Remembering that this special dash not plan to join
May last only a little while. the STUMC
carolers as they go Christmas Caroling for
So, when your eulogy’s being read our shut-ins? We'll be gathering at the
With your life’s actions to rehash... church at 4:00 p.m. and will return to the
Would you be proud of the things they say Bryant home for light refreshments to thaw-
About how you spent your dash? out and continue to enjoy the holiday spirit.
If you'd like to bring a treat to share, feel
--submitted by Marilyn Purdy-Stern free to do so.



MANY HANDS...
Partners in Process

Thanks to those who lend their hands to the
tasks to be done at St. Thomas each Sunday.

December 7
Greeter: Betty Veihman
Liturgist:  Elysia Voltaggio
Flowers:  The Cizek Family
Ushers: Dave & Kathy Kuphal
Dave Thorpe
George Graham
Counters: Tim Martin & Sharon Koopman

December 14
Greeter: Nancy Pearson
Liturgist: ~ Marilyn Purdy-Stern
Flowers:  Rick and Nancy Pearson
Ushers: Al Pearson
Barbara & John Skarha
George Graham
Counters: Martha Blumer &
Nola Altenhoff

December 21
Greeter: Lynn Rumbaugh
Liturgist:  Pastor Leguizamén
Flowers:
Ushers: Judy Schenk
Mary Umberger
Eric Kalnins
Tim Martin
Counters: Martha Blumer & Larry Horn

December 28
Greeter: June & Jane Suh
Liturgist:  Jim McGuire

Flowers:

Ushers: Janet Gilbreath
Larry Horn
Nancy Leguizamén
Loni Burdi

Counters: Marcy Null & Lynn Rumbaugh

keep rooms as warm as we might like them
to be.

We are trying to aim for a setting of 65
degrees during occupancy, and around 60
degrees during idle time. Unfortunately, 65
degrees is too warm (just right) for some
and not warm enough for others!

A light dress or shirt just may not keep you
warm enough in our rooms. So, consider
that you may want to put on an additional
layer as you leave home, and, take off that
layer if you are too warm, or keep it on to
retain body heat.

This is the plan, but feedback is welcome.
--Trustees

SOME SPECIAL THANK YOUS

“Brrrrr! It's cold in here!”

We have roughly doubled our heating area

in the building, natural gas is going higher in
cost (actually faster than electricity), and our

building use is down from a year ago
(primarily due to not having a pre-school).

As a result, we need to be more careful with

our energy use — we just can't afford to

A HUGE thank you to the members of the
Fellowship Work Area for all the planning for
our STUMC Thanksgiving Dinner. It was a
wonderful (and delicious) gathering of the
STUMC family, thanks to all your hard work.

Thank you as well to George Graham for his
donation of the lovely (and useful) warmers
and chafing dishes. We predict that they
will find many uses in the coming life of the
church. We do tend to gather around the
table on occasion.

And a big thank you to everyone who has
provided funds to the Glen Ellyn Food
Pantry for this year’s Thanksgiving dinners.
The Food Pantry will give out 350 dinners
along with a gift certificate for the fresh and
perishable needs. These dinners go to the
people of Glen Ellyn and the five
communities that surround us. The need
has never been greater and they couldn’t do
it without your help.



Isaiah 40: 1-11
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3. 8-15a
Mark 1: 1-8

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16
Luke 1: 47-55
Romans 16: 25-27
Luke 1: 26-38

Isaiah 61: 10 -- Isaiah 62: 3
Psalm 148

Galatians 4: 4-7

Luke 2: 22-40

Christmas Pageant. This program will be
followed by dinner (specifics tbd) and a
movie, “The Bishop’s Wife”, starring David
Niven, Cary Grant and Loretta Lynn in this
holiday classic. Come for all or any of the
special holiday activities this night.

December 27" - No CrossPoint this
week.

Remember ...if you would like to help with
the planning for future CrossPoint services,
you are welcome to attend the monthly
planning meeting. All are invited! We
welcome all ideas and feedback and would
love to see you there! The next planning
date is scheduled for December 27" at 8:30
a.m.

SPRC IS BUSY, BUSY, BUSY

CrossPoint Focus
Upcoming speakers/events for
Saturdays at 5pm:

December 6 "

This Saturday we will have the pleasure of
hearing the message from our own Rick
Pearson.

December 13"

This week’s CrossPoint will be dedicated to
hearing the music, from classic to
contemporary, of the St. Mary’s Catholic
Church choir. This group will be touring
Italy next year and our free-will offering will
be donated to them to help with their
expenses.

December 20 "
Join us this Saturday as the STUMC
children and youth present their annual

The months of October and November have
been busy for our SRPC members.

- We've worked collaboratively with
the Education Committee, led by
Lea Cizek and Dave Flood, to plan
and support activities for youth,
junior high through senior high,
seeking always to meet the stated
needs of all of our youth in their
journey of Christian growth.

We've worked collaboratively with
Finance to ensure a
recommendation for Pastoral
Compensation that would reflect our
promise to Pastor Danita Anderson
to provide adequate compensation
for her servant leadership at St.
Thomas. We recommended her
continuing service, unanimously and
enthusiastically to the NIC through
Rev. Oscar Carrasco.

SPRC supported Student Pastor
Bea McGuire as she refocused her
needs on congregational growth,
seeking to be ready for
congregational service in May as
she graduates from Garrett and
begins serving her own church.




We worked with Martha Blumer,
hearing her needs for continuing
growth, supporting her decision to
continue, recommending the support
of the entire congregation, and
receiving a unanimous vote of
affirmation at our All Church
Conference.

Nancy Leguizamon was also
supported by SPRC members as
she continues her learning, seeks
clarity around her calling, and
continues her faith journey. St.
Thomas unanimously supported her
continuing studies at Garrett.
Stephanie Sutton was also
unanimously affirmed in continuing
support of her sponsorship by St.
Thomas. Her letter of intent
indicated she is exploring ways to
serve differently through her
connections and certification by the
Le Leche organization.

Meg Ziegler's affirmation was also
unanimous, as St. Thomas affirmed
continuing support of her service.
Meg is currently serving two
congregations, according to her
letter, finding fulfilment in her
opportunities to lead worship and
studies.

SPRC liaisons continue to monitor
all staff, seeking input regarding
what is going well, what
issues/areas might need attention,
and how we can better support our
staff as they seek to serve our
congregation.

SPRC defined two distinct roles: one
for Youth Leader and one for Youth
Pastor. It is the committee’s
recommendation to fund both
positions as we grow. In the interim,
Dave Flood has volunteered for the
Youth Leader role. He is seeking
support from members of the
congregation in engaging with our
youth as they learn and grow. It
would be delightful to share multi-
generationally in these roles of
support. We try to remember that
our youth belong to all of us!

We have completed all reports for
the All Church Conference,
including: Clergy Compensation,
Congregation’s Ministry Analysis
and Plan, and the 2008 Pastoral
Profile of the Local Church.

SPRC celebrated 9 “occasions” from
May-September, including good-
byes, welcoming new staff,
celebrating graduations, and
recognizing accomplishments of
many.

As we look forward to 2009, we have
determined our work for January
2009 to be: identifying SPRC goals
in support of The Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations, and creating
a year-long time line of activities,
projects and obligations for our
team.

We wish each of you a gracious and joy-
filled holiday season, resplendent with
brilliant sunshine, created from glorious
memoaries, shared with those you cherish
most, wrapped in peace, and overflowing
with God’s blessings!
--Dinah, Sally, Anne, Janet, Steve, Lea,
Thom, Danita, Norma, Juanita, Margot and
Dolores

LEND A
HELPING
HAND

A couple of weeks
ago a member of our
congregation encountered
a severe economic challenge and sought
support from our church's Good Samaritan
Fund. Because of the need, it depleted our
fund. If you are able, please give a
"Holiday/End-of-the-Year Gift" to our
church's Good Samaritan Fund. This fund
is used to assist only the members of our
congregation. We have had several persons
come to our offices in need of money for
gas and/or food. We would gladly receive
donations of gas and food coupons/cards to
be distributed to anyone who comes to our
door in need.




