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Radical Hospitality
Passionate Worship
Intentional Faith Development
Risk-Taking Mission and
Service

oming 907~

Extravagant Generosity

These are the Five Practices of vital, fruitful
congregations. These ideas aren’t secret or
new, but they are the practices that can lead to
excellence and growth in the life of our church.
And they are the practices we will be focusing
on for five consecutive weeks, beginning
Sunday, October 26, 2008 and ending Sunday,
November 23, 2008. Our Administrative
Council has agreed to read and discuss the
book entitled “Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations” by Bishop Robert Schnase.

Just imagine what can happen if everyone in
our congregation will spend five weeks—about
thirty-five days—reading, praying, discussing,
and focusing on these Five Practices. God can
change individuals, entire families, and our
whole church—thus changing the difference
we can make in and beyond our surrounding
community.

You are invited to participate in this exciting
emphasis in a variety of ways, including
Sunday morning worship and at-home
devotional readings. Join with us in this time of
prayer and focus as we claim a portion of the
future God has in store for us.

If you are willing and would be interested in
joining us, please call (630/469-1214) or e-mail
us (stumc@sbcgloabal.net) and let us know if
you wish to have a copy of the book to read
and/or the devotional guide. We have
reserved copies for every member of the
Administrative Council and would love to have
you join us!

Quatrterly Blood Drive
will take place on
Monday, October 20 from 3:30-7:30pm at
Aldersgate UMC.
Be watching for sign up sheets in the
narthex.

Starting Sunday, November
2, 2008 Pastor Danita will be leading the Adult
Sunday School class from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45
a.m. in the sanctuary. We will be studying the
book entitled “Sinning Like A Christian” by Will
Willimon. If you would like to join us, please
contact the church office (by phone or e-mail)
so that we can have enough books on hand.
Come out and join us!

* * %

(Staff-Parish Relations Comm.— 11:30 a.m.)
* * %

Watch for more details and ways everyone in
the congregation can help! We want to invite
our neighbors in to see what we do inside our
building and the ways we spread the love of
Jesus beyond our walls. This will be the first
Sunday in Advent. What better way to prepare
for the season ahead!

SPECIAL CROSSPOINT SERVICE

On Saturday, October 4, Dr. Samuel Bruce, an
agricultural consultant to the United Methodist
Church in Ghana will be the speaker at our
CrossPoint service at 5:00 p.m. Dr. Bruce is
spending a few weeks going to churches in the
Northern lllinois Conference and will be
sharing information about a special project he
is working on in Ghana. We will also have a
potluck dinner and time for questions and
discussion following the service. The dinner
will include homemade soups, salads, breads,
and desserts. Let Martha Blumer know what
you plan to bring (630/424-0742).



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The October meeting of the UMW will be on
October 13 at the home of Norma Thorpe,
2865 Bond Circle, Naperville. We have
changed the time of our meeting nights to meet
at 7:00 p.m.. We will car pool from church at
6:30 p.m. to go to Norma's home

The program will be given by Chana Bernstein
of Saret Charitable Fund. It is a not-for-profit
philanthropic organization dedicated to
assisting DuPage residents facing economic
hardships and in need of immediate
assistance. The assistance encompasses help
with rent, utilities, car repair and car donations,
food and clothing vouchers. There is a store in
the Baker Hill Shopping Center, next to
Dominicks, that sells jewelry with profits going
to support the organization.

Ladies Lunch Out will be on October 28 at
Carlucci's, 1801 Butterfield Rd. Downers
Grove, at 11:30 a.m. Please call Rita Code,
630-620-7966, if you plan to attend.

--Dolores Koopman, UMW Secretary

WOMEN'’'S WELLNESS WEEKEND
“Women of Faith”

For years now you have heard about WWW.
Have you wondered what happens when
women from St. Thomas go on retreat? This
year we gathered at the Siena Center, in
Racine, WI, a facility established and run by
Dominican nuns. As a group, we prayed and
played together. We also explored some of
the facility both inside and out.

As individuals we each shared the story of a
‘woman of faith’. Some brought women from
church history; others shared stories of family
members and mentors. We reflected on how
important women have been to our faith
community as well as acknowledging that their
and our own significance will continue to be
across time.

The weekend was both relaxing and
invigorating. We set a tentative date for next
year before packing up and heading home.
Women, please plan to join us as we return to
the Siena center for our annual renewal.

Friday, November 7
7:30 pm at Thorpe's home
Join us for the discussion of

Snow Falling on Cedars

by David Guterson

A story about the effects of the Japanese
American internment during World War 1l

Discussion leader: Dave Thorpe

FROM YOUR EDUCATION
COMMITTEE...

Church School for Children and Youth

The kids are back to school — This means
Church School too!  Both our Jr. Youth and
Sr. Youth meet at 9:00 am on Sunday
mornings. Our Children meet during worship
(at 10:00 am) after the Children’s Message.
There is no church school the first Sunday of
each month as all Youth and Children attend
the full Communion Worship Service. Thank
you to the adults who serve God and our
children by volunteering as Church School
Leaders and Teachers: Dave Flood, Sharon




Koopman, Dinah Bryant, Nancy Leguizamon,
Lisa Rivers, Martha Blumer, Rob and Julie
Peterson and our Nursery Attendant Olivia
Voltaggio. A special thanks to Anne Flood who
serves as the Church School Superintendent.

Events and Happenings

Things are rolling with St. Thomas Youth and
Children. In September, it was back to Church
School on September 7 as well as fun and
games at Rally Day. On Sunday the 21* of
September, 14 Children and Youth Joined
Pastor Danita for a Meet and Greet Pizza Party
at the Church. Then on September 28 the Jr. &
Sr. Youth will be staying after Worship for
some fun and fellowship to play volleyball.

Confirmation Classes started Wednesday
September 24. We have a number of youth
who will meet over the next 16 weeks to learn
more about their faith in preparation for
confirmation this spring. Please support these
young people with your prayers as they move
forward in this exciting journey.

October, November, and December are full of
activities and events as well. In October, Jr. &
Sr. Youth will attend a NIC Retreat Event in
Utica, IL at the Grand Bear Lodge near
Starved Rock State Park. Along with worship
and music, the kids will hear Pastor Carl
Gladstone (former St. Thomas Student Pastor)
speak and enjoy Water Park activities located
at the lodge. In November, the youth will
continue their tradition of participating in Sleep
Out Saturday mission event to raise money for
the homeless in DuPage. Anne Flood has also
coordinated a mission activity on Saturday
November 29 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm to Feed My
Starving Children in Aurora IL. Save
Saturday, December 20 on your calendar. The
Children and Youth will be performing their
annual Christmas Play in conjunction with
CrossPoint Worship. Look for more information
on events in the months to come or call Lea
Cizek or Dave Flood.

a "groundwater contaminant" and "hazardous
air pollutant” by the EPA? 70% of perc used in
dry cleaning ends up in nature and is a
probable carcinogen. Try using a GreenEarth
Cleaners, like DeVries Cleaners (across from
Dominicks at 47 Danada Sq East, Wheaton
630.690.4222). Their system works with
detergents to remove stains and soil from
fabric fibers without touching them. It is some
molecular magic customized with the help of
Procter & Gamble. The GreenEarth cleaning
system won't degrade or damage the fibers,
which stay cleaner, fresher, and last longer.

Or...better still...whenever possible, avoid
buying clothing that requires dry cleaning.

SLEEP OUT SATURDAY
November 1, 2008

GOING GREEN -- GO NATURAL!

Do you need to dry clean your choir robe or a
suit? Did you know that perc, which is a
chemical used for dry cleaning, is classified as

If your 9 year old entered 4" grade at the
beginning of the school year and her most
important concerns were, “What will | wear on
the first day of school? Do | have the right
backpack? and When can | have my first
sleepover?” she is one of the fortunate children
in DuPage County who was not concerned
about where she would sleep the night after
school was out. Of the homeless in DuPage, 4
out of 10 are children and the average age is
nine.

Bridge Communities is a grass roots
organization in DuPage County that has had a
great deal of success in helping to house the
homeless. Bridge celebrates its 20™
anniversary this year. Bridge's success, in
large part, can be attributed to its
comprehensive approach to the problem of
homelessness. After taking a family into one
of Bridge’s housing units, a sponsoring church
begins to work with the family as a mentor.
The church finds members who will tutor the
children, provide financial counseling for the
parent/s and educational and employment
assistance. If a family successfully completes
the Bridge program, it is unlikely that the family
will become homeless again.

For the past three years, St. Thomas has been
a part of this success. One of our mission
projects has been to participate in Sleep Out



Saturday. Some of us choose to sleep at the
church, either outside or in cars, to try and
experience homelessness for one cold night.
Our sleepers have been few, but our success
has been great. You can contribute to that
success again this year by choosing to do one
or more of the following:

Collect pledges and sleep out.

Pledge to a sleeper

Prepare a simple supper for the
sleepers

Go to the rally in downtown Glen Ellyn
Participate in our discussion once we
are back at church and before sleeping
out

Prepare our breakfast the next
(Sunday) morning.

We will start collecting pledges the first of
October. Also, Katie Flood has had media
training to become a peer spokesperson for
Bridge and Sleep Out Saturday, so look for her
in the media during the next month.

MANY HANDS...
Partners in Process

Did you notice?

On the list to the right you may have noticed
that we have a need for members of the
congregation to support our beautiful altar
decorations by donating the funds needed.
For just $15 your donation will purchase the
flowers for a Sunday worship service so that
Rick Bryant can work his “magic”. Will you
help? Just contact the STUMC office.

STUMC HOSPITALITY

Here’s an idea...how about each Sunday
during worship service you sit in a different
place in the sanctuary, to give you a chance to
meet and chat with other members and
guests? And how about leaving the seats in
the back of the church open so that visitors can
take these seats if they are uncomfortable
sitting elsewhere?

Thanks to those who lend their hands to the
tasks to be done at St. Thomas each Sunday.

Greeter: Rick Pearson
Liturgist: Nancy Leguizamén
Acolyte:
Flowers:
Ushers: Dave & Kathy Kuphal
Dave Thorpe
George Graham
Counters: Tim Martin and Marcy Null

October 12
Greeter: Dave Thorpe
Liturgist: Pre-Confirmation Class
Acolyte:
Flowers:
Ushers: Al Pearson
Barbara & John Skarha
George Graham
Counters: Martha Blumer
& Lynn Rumbaugh

October 19 — Laity Sunday
Greeter: Rick Pearson
Liturgist: Pre-Confirmation Class

Acolyte:

Flowers:

Ushers:  Judy Schenk
Mary Umberger
Eric Kalnins
Tim Martin

Counters: Larry Horn & Nola Altenhoff

October 26
Greeter: Lois Baker
Liturgist: Pre-Confirmation Class

Acolyte:

Flowers:

Ushers: Janet Gilbreath
Larry Horn
Nancy Leguizamon
Loni Burdi

Counters: Betty Pearson
& Sharon Koopman



SPECIAL PROJECT PLANNED

The fellowship, missions, and education
committee's have come together to bring you
the opportunity to feed starving children all
over the world. A mission trip has been
planned for November 29th from 4:30-6:30pm
at the Aurora Feed My Starving Children
hunger relief organization. FMSC is a non-
profit Christian organization founded in 1987.
In 2007, 175,000 volunteers joined FMSC to
package over 40 million meals for children
around the world. Children in over 50
countries receive FMSC food. Worldwide
Christian and humanitarian relief organizations
partner with them and distribute food to
children in various community settings such as
schools, clinics, orphanages, refugee camps,
and feeding programs. Each meal costs only
15 cents to produce, so donations of all
amounts go a long way in the fight against
world hunger.

Volunteers will be packing food in an assembly
line by measuring ingredients, pouring
ingredients into bags, weighing bags, sealing,
and then boxing the food to be shipped. This is
a great opportunity for kids too. We have only
16 placements to fill for the November trip. |
will be signing up for more opportunities in the
next couple of months. So, if you don't get to
help in November, more spaces will be
provided in the future. --Anne Flood

purchase---you will have scrumptious
pecans to eat and our profit is given to
local and world missions that especially
help women and children. Look for a sign-
up sheet on the “moving bulletin board” or
call Sally Grenzow #630.653.3017 to order
your many packages of pecans.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY

Pastor Danita will resume the Thursday
morning Bible study on November 13 with a
new 5 week Advent study entitled “Come to the
Manager”. Based on the study book by Robert
Kaylor, this study deals with the greatest birth
story in the world, the one we celebrate at
Christmas. “It carries with it all the elements of
a great story: anticipation, conflict, hope,
heroes and villains, and a surprise
ending....Advent is a great time for us to
gather and listen to those stories again, but we
do so with fresh ears and with eyes wide open
for new possibilities.” With chapter titles:
“Seeing God's Face”, “The Way to the
Manager”, “A Vision for Vocation”, “Building
God’s House” and “Come and Behold Him”,
this study helps you to connect the Bible
stories with your own stories.

If you would like to be part of this class, please
let the STUMC office know so we can order the
study guide for you.

PREPARING FOR THE
HOLIDAYS?

NEW MISSION OPPORTUNITY

United Methodist Women will be selling pecans
again this year. The pecan halves will be
freshly picked in Georgia at the end of October
and will be available at the beginning of
November. The pecans are delicious and large
and can be frozen for months in their original
package. They are great for snacking, baking
or as a holiday gift.

Regrettably, we have to raise the price this
year as the supplier has raised the price for
us. The one pound package will cost

$8.00. Remember that this is a fund raiser
so you are doing two good things with your

St. Thomas will be adding another mission
opportunity this fall and winter. We are going
to provide workers for The Welcome Center
located in First UMC, Glen Ellyn. This entails
having about five people at the center on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:00 —
4:30 p.m., to serve soup and coffee and visit
with the homeless people who finally have a
place to be off the street for a few hours to
watch the football game if they choose, play
board games, or stretch out and take a nap. If
you would be willing to spend some time in this
effort on October 12, contact Norma Thorpe at
630/355-1996.









