
 

SEPTEMBER 2009                St. Thomas United Methodist Church 

 WHERE DID SUMMER GO????  It seems like yesterday we were 

anticipating the warm sunny days of relaxation, rest, travel, etc.! And 

what has happened to it is beyond me.  We are now in “full gear” with our 

activities and schedules, especially here at the church.  September is 

the month for our choir and our Sunday School classes to return from 

their “summer vacation”.  Welcome back everybody!! 
 

As a part of the “September Return”, we have planned a very special weekend of activities.  

This is the first time we have had a Homecoming Weekend for our church and we invite you 

to be with us for each activity.   
 

Friday, September 11th at 6:30 pm  

We will gather across the street with the Ahmaddiya Muslim Congregation for dinner and 

prayer.  This is their time of Ramadan and they will “break their fast” with us for dinner.  We 

will include a time of sharing, discussion and answering of questions during our dinner and 

fellowship.  It is real important that members of the St Thomas family be present as we set 

a different tone for our community by “reaching out in love”.  Please contact the church 

office to make your reservation so that we might prepare the meal accordingly.  Remember:  

even though we will be meeting across the street, St. Thomas is the host for the evening!  

Let’s respond with our presence. 
 

Saturday, September 12th, 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
A Musical Extravaganza has been planned for us to enjoy!!  Come out and hear the Alleluia 

Quartet from Rockford and others.  FUN….FELLOWSHIP…MUSIC! 
 

Sunday, September 13th at 10:00 am – We 

welcome back out choir and other members who have been away for summer vacations, 
camping and other activities with our Homecoming Day Worship service. Church School 

begins at 9:00 a.m. for middle school, senior high, and adult classes. 
 

Please plan to be with us.  Your presence is important to us. 
 

Blessings and peace,  Pastor Danita
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NOTES FROM MEMBERSHIP & 
EVANGELISM… 

Coming in September... 
**Celebrate our Homecoming Weekend 
Events by inviting family and friends to join 
you! 
 
**Look for your new Name Badge! 
 
**Arrangements have been made for a new 
pictorial directory of our church family.  The 
new directory gives us the opportunity to 
update our present 
directory and also helps us to connect 
names with faces. 
 
Scheduled Dates for Photography and 
Viewing at the Church are: 
   Friday, Sept. 25:  3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
   Saturday, Sept. 26:  10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 
Please schedule your appointment now by 
contacting Mavis Koopman (day or evening) 
or Allison Altman (evening only). 
 
If you cannot make it to the September 
dates, we will make other arrangements 
for you with assurance that your 
appointment will be handled on a timely 
basis! 
 
Our new pictorial directory will not be 
complete without you! 
 
Thank you, 
The Membership & Evangelism Team 
 

TOO HOT, TOO COLD! 

 
We have heard concerns that the new 
building cooling and heating is not working!  
The answer is yes & no.  We are correcting 
the “does not work” functionality with the 
contractor/sub-contractor.  From the 
“working” perspective, your expectations 
and how the system works may be different! 

 
There is no master thermostat for the new 
building - rather it is controlled by a 

computer and works via a programmable 
schedule.  Therefore, if  you want/expect 
cooling/heating at a certain day & time, you 
need to let Jacquie know.  Example: you 
change your normal meeting date & time.  
The system is programmed to respond to 
normal building usage (both day and 
evening).  Example: There is no building 
usage on Friday, so cooling/heating are 
completely turned off to save costs. 

 
If you find yourself needing cooling or 
heating and no-one is available to make a 
programming change, then use the room 
over-ride boxes.  There is one in each of the 
following areas: secretary office & storage 
area, pastor office & meeting room, parlor, 
and music room.  These over-ride boxes 
only control their respective areas!  They 
also only control the temperature plus 3 and 
minus 3 degrees relative to the programmed 
temperature.  You must activate the over-
ride boxes by depressing the small button 
on the bottom for at least one minute.  A 
yellow light will come on indicating that you 
can adjust the temperature to what you 
want via the over-ride box dial.  This over-
ride will last for 2 hours, after which, the 
normal temperatures are restored. 

 
--Rolland Grenzow for Trustees 

 

UMW MEETINGS RETURN 

 
Our UMW meetings are beginning again.  
The first meeting for this year will be on 
Monday, September l4, at 7:00 p.m.,. at the 
home of Pastor Danita, 3S147 Mulberry 
Lane, Glen Ellyn.   This is our traditional 
appetizer meeting when we each bring an 
appetizer to share.  All women are welcome 
to join us.  Along with our appetizer we are 
each to bring a picture (if possible) of a 
woman we admire, or who has had an 
influence in our life, and be able to tell a 
little about her. 
  
Our Ladies Lunch Out will be announced at 
a later date in the church bulletin. 

-- Dolores Koopman, Secretary 
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TTHHEE  AAUUCCTTIIOONN  IISS  

CCOOMMIINNGG!!  
 

And we are accepting 
donation s now!  

 
Services, dinners, baked goods, 
weekend retreats, parties, gift baskets, 
art work, dinner music are just a few 
ideas.  Be creative and have fun with 
this! 
 
The silent auction will start the week 
before the live auction and will close at 
the end of the live auction.   And of 
course we will have fabulous food! 
 
This auction promises to be a fun event!  
Bring your family, friends, neighbors, 
and coworkers!  There will be something 
for everyone. 

 
-- 2009 Auction Committee:   
Liz Whitney, Beth Pearson,  

Betty Veihman, Juanita Brown,  
Dolores Koopman, Sharon Koopman,  

Dave Flood, Nancy Pearson, 
& Rowena Hansen 

BOOK BUDDIES SELECT  
“My Sister’s Keeper” 

Book Buddies has selected the book My 
Sister’s Keeper, by Jodi Picoult, as it’s next 
book for discussion.  A synopsis of the book 
states:  “My Sister's Keeper examines what 
it means to be a good parent, a good sister, 
a good person. Is it morally correct to do 
whatever it takes to save a child's life… 
even if that means infringing upon the rights 
of another? Is it worth trying to discover who 

you really are, if that quest makes you like 
yourself less?” 
 
Plan to read this book and join our 
discussion on September 18th at the 
Thorpe’s home. 

 

FROM THE WORSHIP 
COMMITTEE… 

Hebrews 10:24-25  Let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but let us encourage one anotherðand all 
the more as you see the day approaching. 
 
September 11-13 will be full of special 
events to celebrate our church family.  Look 
for the updates in this September WORD 
issue, Thursday announcements and 
Sunday morning bulletins as we look to 
hosting guests, listening to music and 
focusing on being present with each other. 
 
Sunday mornings, and other special 
gatherings give us a chance to commune 
with one another, bring our praise to God 
and listen for God’s word of instruction.  The 
result of worshiping together helps us to 
look ahead to the new week with strength 
and enthusiasm. Plan to start this 
September with regular attendance for 
Sunday mornings at 10AM and have your 
spirit and mind refreshed. 
 
See you in church!     

--Sally Grenzow 
 

GOING GREEN… 
Recycling Big Electronics! 

Best Buy till take TVs, computers, DVD 
players and the like, and recycle most of 
them for free.  Call ahead if you have 
questions.  Certain monitors, TVs and 
laptops will cost  you  $10 to recycle but you 
will get a $10 gift certificate toward your 
next Best Buy purchase.  Find out more at  
bestbuy.com/recycling 



Page 4 

 

 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

At our August meeting we took the 
opportunity to share with Pastor Danita 
thoughts regarding her first-in-review with 
us at St. Thomas. We asked: “What went 
well? What could be better? What 
suggestions were there for improvement? 
and What might SPRC have done in further 
support of her needs?” 

 
 Her responses were: 

¶ Danita loved the supper clubs, the 
warmth of the welcome she received 
from so many, and the time people took 
to get to know her as a pastor and as a 
person. She enjoyed the many 
opportunities to learn, grow, worship 
and socialize together while she learned 
about gifts, talents and challenges within 
the many faces of St. Thomas. 
 

¶ Danita recognizes our financial situation 
could be better and is in an attitude of 
prayer about this, inviting the entire 
congregation to join her. She provides 
regular updates in The WORD and 
seeks to support solutions to this 
concern. She also shared a sense of 
going from rapid response and activity in 
a District Superintendent’s role to a 
much slower and decidedly different 
pace in the role of congregational 
pastor. 
 

¶ Danita continues to seek the will of St. 
Thomas in determining priorities and 
setting clearly defined action plans to 
move us forward as the world around us 
deals with rapid change. To be effective 
disciples, we must move along with – 
and hopefully in front of – change! As 
we face change, we are forced out of 
our comfort zones and are required to 
think of a “new normal” which can 
require new thinking, new behaviors, 
accepting new ideas, doing what used 
to be “routine” in new ways. 
 

¶ Danita thought SPRC was very 
responsive to her needs and suggested 
no changes for the future. What she did 
indicate her ongoing needs to be were: 
1)the opportunity to always have her 
voice heard and 2)the ability of SPRC to 
remain responsive to and supportive of 
her needs. 
 
Our second major task was the creation 
of four distinct surveys intended to 
capture congregational input regarding 
staff performance of: Danita Anderson, 
Pastor; JoAnn Foss, Choir Director; 
Neal Smith, organist; and Jacquie 
Jensen, administrative assistant. 
Individual calls will check in with the two 
parents of youngsters who use our 
nursery, providing input on the 
performance of Olivia Voltaggio, nursery 
supervisor. 

 

¶ These four surveys will be ready in 
September. SPRC will hand them 
out over the course of two Sundays, 
following worship. Please take them 
home and take time to reflect. Then 
please return your surveys the 
following Sunday. A basket will be 
provided for the return of surveys. All 
responses will remain anonymous 
and will be shared with staff by 
SPRC in individual conferences. 

 
In September, SPRC will be collecting 
information about how our unique 
summer 2009 worship services and 
sharing were received by our 
membership. We will ask: “What went 
well? What could have been better? 
What suggestions do you have?” 

 
We will also be looking for leadership 
direction for 2010, asking: “What should 
the foci for 2009-2010 be for SPRC and 
St. Thomas? What worked that we 
should keep? What could we get let go? 
What do we need to add? What do we 
need to change? What are our top 3-5 
priorities going forward?” 
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As always, please continue to let any 
SPRC member know about question or 
concerns you might have. We welcome 
your input and communications and 
remain committed to the care of our staff 
members. 

Happy August!  
 

Thom Brown, Dinah Bryant, Lea 
Cizek, Anne Flood, Janet Gilbreath, 
Dolores Koopman, Norma Thorpe, 

Steve Weaver, and (ex officio): 
Danita Anderson, Juanita Brown, 

Nancy Leguizamon 
 

MANY HANDS… 
 Partners in Process 

 
Thanks to those who lend their hands to the 
tasks to be done at St. Thomas each Sunday.    
 
Please signup for any openings in this 
schedule on the sheet on the shelf in front 
of the bulletin board in the narthex.   

 
 

Fellowship Table for September:  
Education Committee 

 

 
September 6 
Liturgist:  
Greeter: Betty Veihman    
Ushers: Dave & Kathy Kuphal 
  Dave Thorpe 
  George Graham 
Counters:  Judy Anderson & Dave Kuphal 
Altar Flowers:  Nancy & Tricia Valenta 
 
September 13 – Homecoming Sunday 
Liturgist:   Sally Grenzow 
Greeters: Nancy Calhoon 
Ushers: Al Pearson 
  Barbara & John Skarha 
  George Graham 
Counters:   Nola Altenhoff & Tim Martin 
Altar Flowers:  Charlie & Elaine Brown 
 
 

September 20 
Liturgist:  
Greeters: 
Ushers: Sally Hatcher 
  Mary Umberger 
  George Graham 
  Tim Martin 
Counters:   Larry Horn & Betty Pearson 
Altar Flowers:   
 
September 27 
Liturgist:  
Greeters:    
Ushers: Janet Gilbreath 
  Larry Horn 
  Nancy Leguizamón 
  Loni Burdi 
Counters:  Martha Blumer &  

Lynn Rumbaugh  
Altar Flowers: Mary Kay & Don Sheldon 

WOMEN’S WELLNESS 
WEEKEND 

October 9 –11 are the dates for this year’s 
Women’s Wellness Weekend event entitled, 
“Walking Together Through Our Faith 
Stories”.  Discussion sessions, reflection 
time, devotions, eating, walking, and singing 
will be incorporated into a beautiful 
weekend at the Racine Dominican Retreat 
center in Racine, Wisconsin.  The 
registration fee of $140 covers two nights 
lodging, four meals as well as meeting 
space rental.  If you are unable to afford that 
registration fee scholarships are available.  
Additional details and registration forms 
were sent via email on Monday, August 24, 
and are available in the narthex for those 
not on email.  If you have attended before, 
we know your experience speaks for itself.  
If you have not attended before, why not 
make this the year to give yourself a present 
of a wonderful weekend and join the fun? 
 

See you at the 
STUMC Homecoming! 
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 September 6 
  Proverbs 22:  1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
  Psalm 125 
  James 2:  1-10, 14-17 
  Mark 7:  24-37 
 September 13 
  Proverbs 1:  20-23 
  Psalm 19 
  James 3:  1-12 
  Mark 8:  27-28 
 September 20 
  Proverbs 31:  10-31 
  Psalm 1 
  James 3:  13 – 4:3, 7-8a 
  Mark 9:  30-37 
 September 27 
  Esther 7:  1-6, 9-10, 9:  20-22 
  Psalm 124 
  James 5:  13-20 
  Mark 9:  38-50 
  
     
 
 

A MEDITATION ON…           
Accepting Change  

The winds of change 
blow through our life, 
sometimes gently, 
sometimes like a 
tropical storm. Yes, 
we have resting 
places--time to adjust 
to another level of 
living, time to get our 
balance, time to enjoy 
the rewards. We have 

time to catch our breath.  But change is 
inevitable, and desirable. 
 
Sometimes, when the winds of change 
begin to rustle, we're not certain the change 
is for the better. We may call it stress or a 
temporary condition, certain we'll be 
restored to normal. Sometimes, we resist. 

We tuck our head down and buck the wind,  
hoping that things will quickly calm down, 
get back to the way things were. Is it 
possible we're being prepared for a new 
"normal"? 
 
Change will sweep through our life, as 
needed, to take us where we're going. We 
can trust that our Higher Power has a plan 
in mind, even when we don't know where 
the changes are leading. 
 
We can trust that the change taking place is 
good. The winds will take us where we need 
to go. 
 
Today, help me, God, to let go of my 
resistance to change. Help me to be open to 
the process. Help me believe that the place 
I'll be dropped off will be better than the 
place where I was picked up.  

Help me surrender, trust, and accept, even 
if I don't understand. 

 
This meditation comes from the book  

The Language of Letting Go  
by Melody Beattie, copyright 1990 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASS BEGINS 

What do you know about Orthodoxy, 
Pentecostalism and Lutheranism?  Are 
there many differences between Methodists, 
Baptists and Presbyterians?  Do Catholics 
and Anglicans believe in God?  (Of course!) 
 
Starting September 13th we will begin an 
adult education class called Christianity’s 
Family Tree, based on the book by that 
name by Adam Hamilton.  Classes will be 
held at 9 am and 11:30 am (immediately 
prior to and following worship).  They 
include videos and discussions about some 
of the major Christian denominations.   
 
Come learn and explore this topic with us.  
Look for the signup sheet in the narthex so 
that we can order a book for you ($10 
each).   

 

http://theserooms.blogspot.com/2005/08/accepting-change.html
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St. Thomas United Methodist Church 

2 S 511 Route 53 

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

(630) 469-1214 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñOnly be careful, and watch yourselves 

closely so that you do not forget the 

things your eyes have seen or let them 

slip from your heart as long as you live.  

Teach them to your children and to their 

children after them.ò  

-- Deuteronomy 4: 9 
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